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Governments contemplate this increase, yet His Majesty the
Emperor and King has no doubt that the protection of the highest
national blessings from all danger from without will be recog-
nized with equal clearness and be demanded with equal deter-
mination by the whole German people as by the Federal
Governments. . . .J>1

In Paris the outlook was stormy. Lord Lyons reported
that the warlike preparations of Germany were producing much
uneasiness. Russell replied that this uneasiness was not confined
to France.

To Lord Salisbury.   Most Confidential.   20 February 1880.2

". . . Similar apprehensions in regard to French and Russian
armaments prevailed also in Germany, but they have somewhat
subsided since the publication of the new military law and the
speech from the throne of the izth inst. which the Press assures
the public are unmistakable guarantees of peace.

The German military authorities appear satisfied that the
French army will not gain in strength or in organization under
the present system of the new French Government, whilst the
ardent desire manifested publicly and privately by M. de Frey-
cinet and M. Gambetta himself to establish the most intimate
relations with Prince Bismarck is leading in Berlin to the hope
that France may gradually be induced to join the Austro-
German alliance, and that France in so doing will draw England
after her into the Peace League offered to the Powers by the
German Emperor in the speech from the throne on theiath
inst.

Prince Bismarck in private conversation with a friend of mine
said: 'After the war of 1870 and the formation of the German
Empire I thought that an alliance with England would lead to
our reconciliation with France, but practically I have found that
England subordinates her foreign policy to her alliance with
France, so that by securing the co-operation of France in the
first instance, Germany will acquire the moral support of England
through France at the same time.1

In regard to Russia Prince Bismarck said that her attitude
would remain open to suspicion and would require careful
watching until she reduced her armaments and withdrew her
troops from the frontier.
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